
Bhavna Madhyani 
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Welcome Engineers!  
So you know you want to mold your 
path in engineering—but with so many      
options to chose from—why pick 
Chemical Engineering? Well, lets start 
with knowing what Chemical Engineer-
ing really is. It is applied chemistry, and 
traditionally deals with the design, con-
struction, and operation of machines and 
plants that perform chemical reactions to 
solve practical problems. This procedure 
is also used to make useful products.  
Engineers use their background      
knowledge of math, physics, chemistry, 
and economics to utilize problem-
solving skills in technical areas. The area 
of chemical engineering is very broad, 

and we are known as “universal           
engineers.” It is hard work, but the re-
ward of achieving these degree and skills 
is priceless! A few examples of chemical 
engineering classes include Materials and 
Energy Balances, Process Themodynam-
ics, Energy Transfer Operations, but there 
are many more! So now that you know 
what a Chemical Engineer’s career is 
composed of, it’s important as you start 
your years as a Gator Engineer to get in-
volved with the many organizations and 
opportunities that are available. Some 
great organizations are the American    
Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE), 
Society of Women Engineers (SWE), and 
BEC (Benton Engineering Council), to 
name just a few! So get ready to be part of 
the Gator Engineering Family, and 
achieve a rewarding degree! 

Tim Phan, AIChE E-Fair 

Chair is now accepting 

applications for Vice Chair 

positions!  For those that 

don’t know about E-Fair, 

it’s short for the Engineer-

ing and Science Fair which 

is held every spring by 

BEC.  The event lasts for 

two days and allows 

elementary, middle, and 

high school students to 

get additional exposure to 

the world of engineering.  

Over thirty engineering / 

science related organiza-

tions present booths for 

the students and give 

hands-on presentations of 

engineering related ideas.  

One of AIChE’s favorite 

experiments is teaching 

students how to make ice 

cream using liquid nitrogen.  

If you’re interested in    

getting involved or just 

want to know more about 

the event, please contact 

Tim at thinhxp@ufl.edu!   

What is Chemical Engineering??? 
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 Group Advising, 

10/21, 12:50PM 

(HPNP G301) 

 Make A Difference 

Day @ Ronald 

McDonald House, 

10/24, 9AM 

 Wing Night, 10/26, 

Gators Dockside 

 Gelato Company 

Fundraiser, 11/4,   

6-8PM 

 Gator March for 

Babies, 11/8, 1PM 

 RACED, 11/11, 

9AM-11AM 
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Spring 

Registration  

is quickly 

approaching!!! 

Out of the Office... 

Sports Headlines: Intramural Updates  

Cynthia Sain 

Chemical Engineering Advisor 

You have made it through the first half of fall!  Past Information Sessions, Career 

Showcase, and hopefully into your second round of mid-terms, interviews, and site 

visits. 

 Now is the time to think about spring registration.  Here are few tips to get the 

classes you want and need: 

 (1)  Get your advising hold removed now.  Use the advising sign-up sheet posted 

on the wall outside 219 CHE to sign up for advising.  Bring your spring schedule 

and any questions to your appointment.  Curriculum Plans are available on the ChE 

website, in the literature racks on the wall opposite 219 CHE, or from me.  

 (2)  Register at your assigned time.  Courses fill up fast!  Your appointment is 

listed on ISIS.  If you do not have an appointment, contact the Registrar, 222 Criser 

Hall. 

 (3)  If the registration system states, “no sections available,” then go to the depart-

ment offering the course – they may be holding seats.  If the course is a unit ops 

lab, then see me in 219 CHE. 

 (4)  If the registration system states you do not meet the “pre-requisite,” then go to 

the department offering the course.  If the course is ECH 4934, then see me in 219 

CHE. 

 (5)  Attend ChE Group Advising to learn about research, internships/coops, when 

to take classes, which professor to choose, and to get free pizza.  There are 2 times 

available, either Tuesday 10/20 at 10:40am in MAE – B 211 or Wednesday 10/21 

at 12:50pm in HPNP G301. 

A M E R I C A N  I N S T I T U T E  O F  C H E M I C A L  E N G I N E E R S  

AIChE intramurals have been very active 

this semester!  There is a volleyball team, 

softball team, and multiple basketball 

teams.  The softball team in particular is 

just coming off of a great win defeating 

one of the top ranked teams in the league.   

This win secures the softball team a spot 

in playoffs.  As for the volleyball team, they 

are hanging in there with solid effort and 

fun times throughout.  The basketball 

teams, Ren Factor and Hoflund’s Heroes, 

are the stars of our lineup with records of 

4-1 and 2-3 respectively.  The two teams 

had an epic battle last week when they had 

the lucky chance to play each other.      
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Jerry Chau 

Sophomore, ChemE 

 

As Spring Registration    

approaches, some of you 

may have noticed a blemish 

on your otherwise beautiful 

degree audits. Hiding right 

below the chemical          

engineering major courses 

are the “Area Technical   

Option Courses”, known 

colloquially as technical 

electives. The BSChE      

curriculum plan defines 

these technical electives as 

“3000+ level courses with 

significant science, mathe-

matics, or engineering con-

tent.” 

 Our chemical engi-

neering advisor, Cynthia 

Sain, kindly offered to clear 

up some of the confusion 

concerning technical       

electives; here are some 

things that you may not 

know. Besides the obviously 

technical classes like Linear 

Algebra or Biochemistry 2, 

there are many other options 

in departments such as food 

science, packaging, geology, 

and countless others. If there 

is any doubt concerning the 

technical nature of a course, a 

good plan of action would be 

to stop by Cynthia’s office 

and ask. Graduate courses 

with 5000+ prefixes are also 

fair game, and some depart-

ments may renumber    

graduate courses with an un-

dergraduate number, saving    

tuition costs.  

When it comes to 

choosing technical electives, 

it is good to get advice from 

fellow students. Personally, I 

took Introduction to Soils in 

the Environment (SOS3022), 

where I learned a thing or 

two about soil that could be 

applied in a future career. 

Leanna Cheng, a   

senior, took Computational 

Linear Algebra (MAS3114), 

Consumer Products Packag-

ing (PKG3009), and Food 

Quality (FOS4722C). She 

feels that packaging and food 

science classes can definitely 

contribute to a career with 

companies such as Kraft or 

Frito-Lay. Senior Sander 

Howard agrees, having taken 

Food Engineering 

(AOM4062). “It pretty much 

summarizes the trio with  

respect to food, and it was 

pretty easy”. Sander also 

agrees with Leanna, empha-

sizing the benefits of taking 

food-oriented classes when 

looking into the food        

industry. Although the advice 

of others is valuable, it is  

important to note that choices 

are unique to the individual. 

Cynthia emphasized, “The 

best technical elective to take 

is the one that interests you.”  

After you have taken 

your technical elective, it is 

important to eventually get it 

entered on your degree audit. 

This process usually consists 

of mentioning it to Cynthia. I 

got mine entered in under a 

minute during a short advis-

ing session. 

 The important idea to 

take away is that technical 

electives do not have to be 

scary or imposing at all, and 

actually have the opportunity 

to be quite interesting as long 

as you play an active role in 

planning your curriculum. 

It’s never too early to start 

thinking about technical elec-

tives. Happy Registering! 

ñThe best 

technical 

elective to take 

is the one that 

interests you.ò  



ChemE Haikus 
Patrick Lavigne 

Super Senior, ChemE 

 

Freshman 
Get campus map out 

Where is the Chem-E building? 

Like I have class there… 

 

Sophomore 
Ah, my first real class 

And we spent weeks on units 

They said this was hard… 

 

Sophomore (Revisited) 

I enjoyed Transport 

So much, I took it again 

Hm, business major…? 

 

 

Junior 
Got my first test back 

I received a thirty-four 

It was a B plus… 

 

Senior 
I’m just about done! 

So, there’s this Career Fair thing 

Should I go to that…? 

 

Super Senior 
Who knew you could fail 

Professional Seminar? 

Time to graduate! 
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